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E.O. 11652: 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT LOPEZ ON LOS AND TERRITORIAL WATERS 

1. ON THEOCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE 1975 SESSION OF CONGRESS ON 
JULY 20, PRESIDENT LOPEZ DELIVERED A SPEECH TO THE SENATE WHICH 
INCLUDED COMMENTS ON THE LOSAND COLOMBIA’S TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

2. LOPEZ SPOKE FAVORABLY ALTHOUGH WITH SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE 
THIRD LOS CONFERENCE, STATING, "EVEN THOUGH UNDENIABLE PROGRESS WAS 
MADE ON SOME IMPORTANT SUBJECTS, IT CANNOT BE CONSIDERED TOTALLY 
SATISFACTORY IN TERMS OF RESULTS”. 

3. ON COLOMBIA'S OWN TERRITORIAL WATERS, THE PRESIDENT SAID, "WHILE 
A LAW OF THE SEA IS BEING WORKED OUT WITH DIFFICULTY AND AMID THE 
SKEPTICISM OF THE SMALL COUNTRIES, COLOMBIA HAS CONSIDERED IT NECESSARY 

TO BECOME CONSCIOUS OF OUR RIGHTS ON LOS MATTERS... IN TIMES PAST 
SOME OF OUR NEIGHBORS HAVE MOVED FORWARD TO EXTEND THEIR TERRITORIAL 
WATERS TO 200 MILES WITHOUT PREVIOUS DISCUSSION WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS 
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CONCERNING PROBLEMS OF SUPERPOSITION WHICH COULD ARISE. AS TIME GOES 
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BY AND AS THE BELIEF IN THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF ARRIVING AT AN 
AGREEMENT IN THIS AREA IN THE LOS CONFERENCE SPREADS, IT IS 
NECESSARY TO ADOPT POSITIONS BEFORE STEPS (OF OTHERS) ARE 
TAKEN WHICH LATER COULD BECOME RIGHTS. COLOMBIA CANNOT FOREGO 
INDEFINITELY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A POSITION IN RELATION TO THE 
EXTENSION OF HER TERRITORIAL WATERS, ESPECIALLY IN THE PACIFIC"... 
LOPEZ COMPLETED THE TOPC BY EMPHASIZING THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
WHICH COULD ACCRUE TO COLOMBIA BY CONCENTRATING ON THE RESOURCES 
OFF HER SHORES. 

4. COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO BE A REFERENCE TO A PROPOSAL UNDER 
STUDY TO EXTEND COLOMBIA'S JURISDICTION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 
RESOURCES (BOGOTA 6770). IT IS CLEAR THA COLOMBIA IS BEGINNING 
TO FOCUS ON THE QUESTION OF HER RIGHTS TO WATERS OFF HER SHORES. 
VAKY 
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